
 
 

 

College spirit  
Harvard's Harvey tops N.C. State's Doughtie 3 and 2 for title 
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For the second day in a row, Sarah Harvey left the Country Club of Virginia riding in the back seat of her 
parents' sports utility vehicle. Harvey would be napping at some point on the way back to Forest, and she 
didn't have to dream about winning the Virginia State Golf Association Women's Amateur Championship.  
That is a reality.  
Harvey, 19, parlayed steady play from tee to green with solid putting to win her first VSGA championship 
3 and 2 over fellow collegian Lauren Doughtie of Suffolk yesterday at CCV's immaculately conditioned 
James River Course.  
"It's about time, I'd say," a smiling Harvey said before picking up the Kohler Trophy presented to the 
champion. "I've been playing in [VSGA events] for nine years."  
Harvey, a sophomore at Harvard, was a semifinalist in last year's State Am. Doughtie, 20 and a junior at 
N.C. State, was last year's qualifying medalist. The two have known each other for years. Doughtie 
eliminated Harvey's sister, Misha, in Thursday's round of 16 match.  
The duo halved the first three holes before Doughtie stuck her tee shot on the par-3 fourth hole a foot from 
the cup. She took a 1-up lead when Harvey missed a birdie try from 5 feet.  
The match turned in Harvey's favor at the par-5 sixth when Doughtie's tee shot found a fairway bunker, 
and she made bogey. Aggressive putting led to Doughtie three-putts on the next two holes, and Harvey 
birdied the par-5 ninth to make the turn 3-up.  
"It was very important to build a lead," Harvey said. "I don't think you win on the front nine. In matches 
this week, I've been coming on strong on the back nine. I think 13, 14 and 15 are the most important 
holes."  
Despite trailing, Doughtie remained true to the patient approach she used this week.  
"I can get worked up, but I tried to hang in there and not let it get away from me," she said.  
Doughtie won the 10th with a birdie and the 12th with a par to pare her deficit to one hole. The match 
could have been all square through 12 had Harvey not made a curling 4-foot par putt at No. 11.  
"I completely miss-hit my first putt and was in agony. A three-putt there would have given her 
momentum," Harvey said. "I was very nervous on the comeback putt."  
Both missed birdie attempts at No. 13. Harvey took a 2 up lead on 14 when Doughtie suffered another 
three-putt.  
"I definitely didn't make the putts I'd been making this week," Doughtie said.  
The match concluded with sudden swiftness on the par-5 16th. The long-hitting Doughtie went for the 
green in two. She didn't strike her fairway metal solidly, and the ball skidded into the zoysia grass 
surrounding the right greenside bunker. The ball lodged against a rake on a severe downslope. When the 
rake was removed, Doughtie had to place the ball.  



With Harvey on the green in three about 15 feet from the hole, Doughtie hit her third shot in the bunker 
and her fourth shot 12 feet past the cup. Harvey lagged to a foot, and Doughtie conceded the match after 
missing her par and bogey putts.  
"I didn't feel like I'd won the match at any point," Harvey said. "I was surprised at the bad luck she got on 
the last hole. It was a matter of consistency ... It came down to putting. She struggled with three putts and 
that gave me an advantage."  
Harvey will play for the Virginias in the Carolinas-Virginias team matches next week at Kingsmill 
Resort's River Course in Williamsburg. Doughtie will tee it up in the women's North-South Amateur in 
Pinehurst, N.C.  
Before hopping in the car for the ride home, Harvey posed for a picture with the championship trophy. 
She acknowledged the tournament had been fun and stressful, then she added, "And I can hold this over 
my sister's head for a while."  

 

 




